COLONEL WALKER ENTERS KATHIAWAD

bandar had plundered property belonging to the Persian
ambassador, for which no redress had been taken. It
was necessary to take steps to prevent the possibility of
such outrages in future. In addition to this, the Nawab
of Junagadh had plundered a quantity of wheat belonging
to the British, and had robbed an inhabitant of Bombay
of some valuable property, for which acts of aggression it
had so far been impossible to exact compensation.

When Colonel Walker entered the peninsula in A.D;
1807 the country was in a state of chronic disorder and
desolation, the result primarily of the annual Maratha
expeditions. The villages of Jhalawad were few and
those in a miserable state, while their inhabitants lived
in a constant state of fear of aggression. The land was
destitute of woods and trees to such an extent that fuel
was practically unprocurable, while cultivation was scarcely
undertaken. The population of the country districts had
almost entirely disappeared throughout the province, the
people preferring to seek safety in walled towns. On
the road between Kandorna and Rajkot alone, no less
than thirty towns and villages had been laid waste and
were nothing but deserted ruins. Such villages as were
not deserted were mortgaged to creditors, the lives of the
villagers and their families being regarded as security for
the payment of revenue. The chiefs themselves were
poor, and in most cases it was quite impossible for them
to produce their dues when tribute was demanded of them
by the Marathas. In short, everything was chaos and
confusion, and great misery was the lot of all those who
were unable to exact a livelihood from others less fortunate
even than themselves. Rapine and robbery were rampant
throughout the country, and the hand of every man was
against his neighbour.

Babaji Apaji, after marching through Jhalawad, pro-
ceeded with Colonel Walker to Morvi, where a condition
of great disorder prevailed. After prolonged proceedings
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